GROWTH   OF   BRITISH   INTERESTS
ment had been interrupted by the Russo-Japanese war.1 Russia's
defeat and her domestic difficulties in 1905 made her more
amenable to settlement of her Middle East differences with
Great Britain on August sist, 1907, when an Anglo-Russian
Convention was signed.2 By it Persia, without her consent, was
partitioned into spheres of influence, as foreshadowed by the
suggestion of the Government of India in iSgg.3 No reference
was made, however, to the Persian Gulf or to Turkish Arabia,
although Sir Edward Grey, Secretary of State for Foreign
Affairs, had pressed urgently for the inclusion of a clause recog-
nizing the status quo in the Persian Gulf.4 To remedy the
omission, Sir Edward, in a dispatch to Sir Arthur Nicolson, the
British Ambassador at St. Petersburg, August 27th, 1907, noted,
on behalf of H.M. Government, that the Russian Government
had explicitly stated that they did not deny the special interest
of Great Britain in the Persian Gulf. He added: 'H.M. Govern-
ment think it advisable to draw attention to previous
declarations of British policy and to affirm generally previous
statements as to British interests in the Persian Gulf and the
importance of maintaining them.3 5
The Convention was not so much an attempt at territorial
expansion as an attempt to recognize the status quo, to check
1 Lansdowne to P Cambon, October 26th, 1903; ibid , Vol  n, No, 250, pp
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to Spring-Rice, November I7th, 1903, No. i8ia, p. 183.
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